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1833 Portugal. The King, who was still so weak in consequence of his recent illness as to receive my letters sitting, referred
^r* 4 me on that subject to his ministers ; and the Queen, however gracious in manner, observed a complete silence on political topics, no doubt bearing in mind what was due to her husband's usurpation of the royal authority."
Ferdinand did not believe a word of Lord Palmerston's assurances, and Canning, as he read out his credentials, could see the King's cunning little eyes twinkling up at him, as much as to say, " What an actor you would make, when you can mouth those lies so gravely !" His Majesty was pleased to regard the mission as an elaborate farce, and there is reason to believe that he was, no doubt unintentionally, encouraged in his scepticism by Canning's old friend and secretary Henry Addington, who was then minister at Madrid, and was known to be at variance with his Government on the Portuguese question. It soon appeared that King Ferdinand was in sympathy with Dom Miguel, while Queen Christina, inspired by more liberal views and moved by a feeling of interest for the young Portuguese princess whose situation bore so strange a resemblance to that of her own daughter, was all for Dom Pedro. The consequence was a vacillating policy.
MEMOIRS. " My chances of success fluctuated with the King's health. Whenever his Majesty was too ill to attend to business, the reins of government fell into the Queen's hand, and my prospects wore a less gloomy colouring; but no sooner did her royal husband reappear in person on the stage than a deeper shade was cast upon my communications with the Premier. Zca Bermudez was not an agreeable person to deal with. His talents were little above the ordinary level; his manners were those of a promoted clerk ; and in fact he had passed, I know not why, from a commercial house at Petersburg into the State-service of his Catholic Majesty. He was very deaf, and, if not obstinate, uncommonly tenacious of any purpose he had once adopted. His official room was in the palace. It was partitioned off from a spacious apartment, and the partition was constructed of such slender